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Lille two only are now operating, and the whole industry 
of the region is dead for surely several years. 

During these years of paralysis what is to become of 
this great and useful University of Lille, with its hos- 
pitals which are now needed more than they could ever 
be needed in normal times ? Must this center of culture 
and faith, this people-serving and life-saving institution, 
be allowed to perish because the Germans have willed it 
to be so ? Have we morally beaten the foe if we permit 
him to gain definitively his ends? Must the most pro- 
ductive part of France be bled white and remain blood- 
less because German brains planned that it should so 
remain, in spite of the fact that they have been beaten ? 
It is to prevent such a misfortune that l'Abbe Dimnet 
has come to America, and he will continue his work here 
until his mission is understood. When it is really under- 
stood, there will be no doubt as to America's response. 
Only $100,000 are needed to hold the University, its 
Medical School, and its hospitals together through these 
coming years of crisis. The Lille University is like a 
wounded man who needs crutches; who, when he gets 
them, is sure of his cure, and who only asks to be re- 
stored to usefulness and to be permitted to serve his 
fellow-men. 

We know l'Abbe Dimnet and we know Lille. We also 
know America. Our judgment is that America will 
listen to this distinguished representative from our sister 
republic, and understand, and help. 



THE QUAKERS IN THE WAR 

Our readers need not to be reminded of the faiths 
out of which has grown the Society of Friends. 
Their conscientious objection to war was accepted by 
law at the outset of our participation, yet these Quakers, 
many of them, have been heroes along the battle front, 
some of them from the United States, some of them 
from Great Britain. The Bed Cross Bulletin says of 
their work that it "forms one of the thrilling chapters 
in the war history." Unarmed and essentially non-com- 
batant, the members of our American unit were many 
times under fire and showed bravery in its highest sense. 
They performed construction work while the enemy 
bombarded and they risked life repeatedly to aid in the 
rescue of wounded soldiers. Elsewhere in the same 
Bulletin there is a review of the work done by these 
Friends from England and the United States, a work 
which covered large areas of devastated France and other 
lands. From this review one gets a picture of consci- 
entious devotion and indefatigable efforts for the relief 
of suffering in France, Eussia, Holland, Serbia, Corsica, 
Tunis, and Armenia. In this work the Friends have 
kept up the Quaker traditions of the Franco-Prussian 
war and in the Province of Samara at the time of the 



famine of 1891. These sincere followers of the Chris- 
tian faith have given of themselves unsparingly in chil- 
dren's hospitals, in various sanatoria, in the work of 
house construction, in mills, in untiring labor along 
wide devastated areas in Russia. They have prepared 
the land for seed, obtained the seed. American women 
Friends have worked alone through the long severe win- 
ter in Russia, aiding where aid was needed. Quaker 
Christianity has given us again stimulating pictures of 
human sacrifice and devotion which cleanse the souls of 
the rest of us, make us hopeful, and show to us the way 
to permanent satisfactions. 

Neither are we unmindful of the chivalry which leads 
the Red Cross to pay its generous tribute to the accom- 
plishments of these humbler allies. 



Senator Thomas, of Colorado, says that he does not 
believe the League of Nations plan can successfully op- 
erate with democracies like the United States, Great 
Britain, and France associated at the same time with 
an autocracy like Japan. Whether or not this be a sage 
reflection, it leads to another, namely, that the League, 
if constituted, must also reckon with the' fact that from 
the first — and to an increasing extent, probably, as time 
goes on — it must function with States in all stages of 
evolution along lines that will be increasingly socialistic 
and where the distinguishing features will not be, as for- 
merly, those of political structure and of political lib- 
erty, but rather those relating to industry, commerce, 
and transportation. 



President Nicholas Murray Butler, of Columbia Col- 
lege, who has won fame by his plea for "the international 
mind," has announced that all students henceforth will 
be compelled early in their academic careers to take 
courses in "contemporary civilization," instruction being 
given by able men from the departments of history, gov- 
ernment, economics, and sociology. This would seem to 
be a case of a preacher practicing his own gospel. De- 
tails of the plan show clearly how emphasis is to be put 
upon international relations and on issues that tran- 
scend all settlement on distinctly nationalistic lines. 
There is many a statesman and many a man of affairs 
in the business world who will envy students who will 
get light on such questions as these : 

"How to produce many goods cheaply and humanely ; how 
to effect a political and legal organization which will be at 
once responsive to social opinion and yet stable enough to 
make possible operations requiring knowledge of conditions 
over a long period; how to preserve at once national integ- 
rity and unity and characteristic distinction, and the bene- 
fits to be derived from international relations and co-opera- 
tion, and finally how to provide an education which will be 
profitable both from a cultural and commercial point of 
view, individually and socially." 
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Belgium is to get $25,000,000 worth of locomotives 
from the leading firm of builders in the United States, 
and it is to have ten years' leeway before she pays the 
first installment of the debt due. When other and many 
American manufacturers take a similar position, not 
only will the reconstruction of Europe by American aid 
take on a superlatively practical form, but then, and not 
until then, will begin that change of the balance of trade 
against Europe which is now preventing re-establishment 
of normal fiscal relations in the world at large. 



Credit General March with the statement to a con- 
gressional committee that the War Department is op- 
posed to the use of poisoned gas in war, and that 
chemical warfare should be abolished. At the same time 
he believes that the American Army must keep informed 
as to the technique of this form of life-taking, especially 
if there is to be no international agreement as to its 
abolition. 

ECONOMIC INTERNATIONALISM AND 
PEACE* 

By Professor J. Russell Smith, University of Pennsylvania 

IP things keep happening that provoke the war spirit 
and people are made to think war, its terrible teeth 
will again crunch us, despite any League of Nations 
formed at this time. The spirit of men during the next 
twenty-five years will decide the fate of any League of 
Nations. The League must remove some of the causes 
of war. Unfortunately it cannot remove them all. 
The causes of war may be condensed to three : 

1. Property — the desire of actual material possessions — 
lands, colonies, concessions, markets, trade. 

2. Preferment — the love of dominion — the sense of great- 
ness and power, the thing which makes men strive for honors 
and place, the thing to which the writer of the allegory of 
the Garden of Eden referred when he had Jehovah give to 
Adam and Eve dominion over everything in the Garden as 
well as possession of all the property. 

3. Group Consciousness — the desire for our own particu- 
larism and the desire to keep it and spread it, because man 
is. generally sure that his things are best. The Americans 
wish to continue to be Americans ; the English, the French, 
the Germans, the Japanese, the Hottentots, and all other 
peoples share this same feeling with regard to their culture 
(kultur). Moreover, each of them thinks other peoples 
should accept its viewpoint, institutions, and customs. 

We must not for a moment forget that these war forces 
are parts of permanent and enduring human nature, like 
the instinct to eat and to possess individual property. 
The question is, Can society be organized in such a way 
that these rational appetites can function normally in the 
world society as the personal appetites for food and 
property function normally in an ordered community, 
while they are so destructive in an unordered com- 
munity? It seems plain that we must remove some of 
the provoking conditions. Otherwise, these appetites, 

♦Condensed with the permission of the author from his 
article in The Annals of the American Academy of Political 
and Social Science, May, 1919. — The Editors. 



repressed too much, will again take maddened- humanity 
on the spree that has been its misfortune in so many 
past times. 

How can we reduce these temptations to war? This 
article deals with the economic causes of war, group 1, 
above mentioned. How do these causes present them- 
selves as specific problems? They may be classified as 
follows : 

A. Interference with the trade of other nations through 
transit restrictions. 

B. The exclusion of people who wish to emigrate. 

C. Concessions for foreign investment. 

D. Interference with trade by tariffs. 

E. Most-favored-nation clauses. 

The principle of self-determination of peoples and the 
admission of respectable peoples into the family of na- 
tions carries with it the right of access to the public 
road, just as any citizen anywhere in the United States 
has right of way, after reasonable payment, over any 
other man's land to the public road. Thus, any inland 
nationality has the right of untaxed access to the public 
road of the world, the sea, the highway of the nations. 

This is simple. A League of Nations should in its 
inception be able to remove this cause. There is no 
good reason why the Dutch should impede, by tax or any 
other restriction, the free access of ships to the great 
Belgian port of Antwerp because, by one of the accidents 
of an age of brigandage which we hope is passing, a little 
corner of Holland reaches across the river Scheldt, the 
outlet of Antwerp. The nation that wishes to tax the 
trade of any other nation whose trade must pass that 
way is suffering the temptation of the highwayman, and 
should have no more right to that kind of revenue than 
the highwayman has to his revenue. 

The trouble in connection with this matter of trade 
is that it has been tangled up with its abuses, namely, 
transit dues or their possibility and the preparation for 
war. A peaceful Germany has no more to fear from 
the transit of her trade through Holland and Belgium 
than we have to fear in the transit of our millions of 
dollars' worth of trade every summer down the St. 
Lawrence. 

This is almost like driving people out of a region. It 
is the greatest menace, the fundamental land question, 
the temptation to war which we can only hope to miti- 
gate. We cannot hope to end it. Land hunger is the 
greatest of all causes of war, and it will continue as long 
as some peoples have much more land per person than 
others. In June, 1914, Isaiah Bowman, Professor of 
Geography in Yale, pointed out to a class studying the 
geography of Europe that the population on the French 
side of the Franco-German boundary was small and sta- 
tionary; that the population on the German side of it 
was large and growing, and, "as sure as you live, there 
will be war across that boundary some day from the 
sheer breaking of the human dam on the populous side 
of the line." Dr. Bowman was not speaking as a student 
of politics. He was speaking as a student of geography 
and of human nature, and he was speaking of a tempta- 
tion to war which the League of Nations makes no pre- 
tense at removing. Instead, the League of Nations, in 
the very essence of its task, hopes rather to fasten this 
temptation continually upon us. Every nation is to have 
its home, the chance to develop its own dear particu- 



